174.   NOTE

WHY I HAVE NOT EMBRACED ISLAM
A Muslim brother writes:

You claim that you are a lover, a seeker and a follower of truth. You
have said besides that Islam is not a false religion. It is the command
of Khuda that every person should embrace Islam. Why then haven't
you embraced Islam? When I drew the attention of a Hindu leader
to Supplement No. I41, he said that Gandhiji had written it to placate the
Muslims and that he had no love for Islam in his heart.

This brother has insistently asked for a reply. It has nowhere
been enjoined that everyone should do everything that is not
false. Just as I do not consider Islam to be a false religion,
so also do I not consider Christianity, Zoroastrianism or Judaism
to be false religions. Which religion, then> should I embrace?
Moreover3 I do not consider Hinduism a false religion either.
What, then, should one like me, a seeker of truth, do? I studied
the mysteries of Islam and hence declared that it is not a false
religion. I thought it necessary to declare it since Islam was under
attack, and since I wished to be friends with Muslim brothers, I
defended their religion. Everyone feels that his religion is nearest
to perfection and hence he is devoted to it. Likewise, not only do
I feel that Hinduism is not false but I also feel that it is the most
perfect. Hence I cling to my religion, as a child to its mother.
But I have no dislike for other religions, as a child has none for
other mothers. My love of my religion teaches me to appreciate
other people's love for their religions. And I always pray to
God that every Hindu and Muslim may learn to do likewise.

[From Gujarati]
Jfmqiom, 5-IO-I924

1 Supplement No. 14 to Navajivan was published on June 1, 1924, and con-
tained a Gujarati translation of the article, "Hindu-Muslim Tension: Its Cause
and Cure" published in Young India, 29-5-192*. Vide VoL XXIV, pp. 136-54.